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Conflict and Literature: Narratives of Struggle 

10-12 March 2022 
“Man of my time: You killed again, as always, as your fathers killed...”  

Salvatore Quasimodo  

 

Almost ten percent of the world’s population lives in a state of low intensity or full blown conflict either in 
a civil war or in situations where rival gangs fight each other and the local population. The youth is 

particularly ubiquitous in these conflict situations as we have seen recently in the case of the victorious 



Taliban entering the Afghan capital or the MS 13 street gangs of San Francisco. This phenomenon spans 
the entire XXth century and images of the Falangists during the Spanish Civil War, and Italian 

Resistenza come readily to mind. Indeed vigilante groups like Baader Meinhof in Germany, Red Brigades 
in Italy, terrorist organizations like ETA and drug cartels have traditionally relied on an infusion of 
youthful energy to swell their ranks. On the other hand, conflict situations are also marked by youth 

movements that defy authority in a bid to right injustice as is clear from the movements that fight 
fundamentalism, violence and police excesses.  

Unsurprisingly, conflicts and wars fuel literature and other art forms. The depiction of war has resulted in 
new genres of literature and each of the movements detailed above from the war time memoirs to the 

narco novels of Latin America, Spain and giallo of Italy have been trendsetters. Often these narratives are 
an alternative to mainstream historical and political discourses as in the case of adolescent literary texts 

depicting Southern Cone dictatorships or graphic novels which deconstruct metanarratives with zany 
humor.  

How does conflict manifest itself formally and aesthetically in a text? Does the inscription of conflict have 
wider ramifications for literature in that it contributes to an amplification of the idea of text. In this 
context we have only to remember the war chronicles of George Orwell or Ernest Hemingway or the 

documentary photographs of Danish Siddiqui as pictures say what a thousand words cannot.  

We invite papers with an interdisciplinary approach to texts on war and also those that have challenged 
existing discourses in the fine arts, performing arts and film. Possible themes could include the texts of 
revolutions, caste and class wars, conflicts of the individual with society, the Self and the Other and all 

kinds of intragroup and inter group struggles.  

 
 

Professor Minni Sawhney, Head of the Department, head@grs.du.ac.in and Professor Ramesh Kumar, 
Coordinator of the seminar swamiramesh1@gmail.com.  
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Abstract  
Dante, probably impressed by the descriptions of a contemporary, the Florentine Dominican Riccoldo da Montecroce, 
in the Divine Comedy refers to Baghdad and Samarra as emblems of Islamic scientific excellence, but also of the risk 
of a proud and destructive rationalism. On the one hand, the Islamic symbolism in Dante's poem indicates admiration 



for the intellectual greatness of Muslims, heirs and followers of the great master Aristotle. On the other hand, it 
expresses a severe judgment against Islam, perceived by the Tuscan poet as a heretic theology devoid of freedom and, 
therefore, of that true selfless love which in Christianity indicates the only pure form of Truth. In any case this heresy 
can be ultimately saved, in a spiritual sense, from the infinite divine mercy; but only through a mystical way, according 
to a perspective indicated by St. Thomas Aquinas and the Sufi Ibn Arabi. After all, every religion of love offers 
salvation, while the hatred of men is always blasphemy and damnation. In this sense, what Dante’s poem reveals in 
Paradise XIX (106-114) is fundamental: many Muslim Ethiopians full of loving feelings will be much closer to the 
mystery of Christ than several hypocrites who are inside the Roman Church as legitimate members. And, certainly, 
the same can be said of several pure-hearted Middle Eastern Muslims of Avicenna’s land, the Persian country, and 
therefore of pure-hearted Muslims in general. This is the message of the Divine Comedy, described by Pope Paul VI 
as “Evangelium Pacis”: a book of tolerance and peace.  
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America, getting his Ph.D. at the University of Connecticut. Since 1993, he has directed the research center Carla 
Rossi Academy in Tuscany. He has been a visiting professor in Switzerland, Australia, India and at the Harvard 
Summer School. He is the author of articles and books on various periods from the Middle Ages to the twentieth 
century. With a preface by Mario Luzi, he published poems inspired by his Indian experiences. His recent volumes are 
Dante and the Islamic Heresy and Dante’s Hermeneutics, with a preface by the president of the Italian Dante Society 
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Carla Rossi Academy – International Institute of Italian Studies (CRA-INITS) is a private Italian cultural non-profit institution founded in 1993/1994. In 

the last twenty years, CRA-INITS has organized research projects and seminars for students coming from various international universities (Bard 
College, U.S.A. - Brown University, U.S.A. - Columbia University, U.S.A. - Escuela Nacional de Antropologia e Historia/University of  Mexico City, 
MEXICO - Georgetown University, U.S.A. - Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, CHINA - Jagiellonian University in Krakow, POLAND – 

Johns Hopkins University, U.S.A. - La Trobe University, AUSTRALIA – Luxun Academy of Arts in Jinshitan/Dalian, CHINA - McGill University, 
CANADA – Monash University of Melbourne – AUSTRALIA - Pennsylvania State University, U.S.A. – Pontifical University of John Paul II in 

Krakow, POLAND - Saints Cyril and Methodius University, MACEDONIA - San Francisco State University, U.S.A. - Università di Catania, ITALY - 
Università di Firenze, ITALY - Università di Foggia, ITALY - Università di Genova, ITALY - Università di Lecce, ITALY - Università di Milano, 

ITALY - Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore di Milano, ITALY - Università Federico II di Napoli, ITALY - Università di Palermo, ITALY - 
Università di Pisa, ITALY - Università La Sapienza di Roma, ITALY - Università di Torino, ITALY - Università di Urbino, ITALY – University of 

Ankara, TURKEY - University of Connecticut, U.S.A. - University of Delhi, INDIA – University of Istanbul, TURKEY – University of Pittsburg, 
U.S.A. – University of São Paulo “Julio de Mesquita Filho”, BRASIL - University of Stettin, POLAND - University of Wisconsin, U.S.A. – University 
of the Witwaterstrand/ Johannesburg, SOUTH AFRICA – Temple University, U.S.A. - Tufts University, U.S.A.- Yale University, U.S.A.). From 1998 

to 2010, CRA-INITS, enrolled in its courses on Dante Hermeneutics, Italian Literature, Medieval and Renaissance Art graduate e undergraduate 
students of Harvard University U.S.A. (Harvard University Graduate Program in Italian Studies / Harvard Summer Program Abroad ). The most 

important  results of the CRA-INITS research on Dante and Italian Renaissance Art are published by Carla Rossi Academy Press and Casa Editrice Le 
Lettere (Florence). Since 2007, a CRA-INITS cycle of lecture-performances on Dante’s Divine Comedy “Evocazioni Dantesche” is organized in Italy, 
Australia, India, Poland and Switzerland, with the patronage of the Società Dantesca Italiana (Florence) under the tutelage of the Italian Ministry of 

Cultural Heritage (Ministero per i Beni e le Attività Culturali – MIBAC) http://www.evocazionidantesche.it .The CRA – INITS main centre is at Villa 
La Fenice in Tuscany. www.cra.phoenixfound.it  

 
L’ente non-profit CRA-INITS collabora con varie università internazionali. 

 Dal 1994 al 2003, è stato affiliato alla University of Connecticut – U.S.A. 
   

Dal 1998 al 2010, ha offerto anche programmi didattici e di ricerca pluridisciplinari per studenti e studiosi della sezione italiana di  
Harvard University – U.S.A. 



 
 


